
Fedeml Communications Commission 

W h g t u n ,  E€ 20554 

Dear Chaiman Martin: 

445 l2* street, sw 

The sate of Louisiana appreciates tk assistma and spccial Mnsihtims afforded to E- 
rate applicants: aEected by Hurricane Katrina. Because of the economic impact of WO 

major hurricanes hitting our state within ihnx weeks of each other, ow schwls and 
libraries an facing major difficulty in restoring networks. We mspectfully request mlief 
for the Hurricane Rimaffected schools cad 1ibFancs in our state. We also q u e s t  relief 
mdm the low incmc and rural healthcare pmgrams in our state be Extended to hose 
affected by Hurricane Eta. We understand that the FCC likely wishes a, avoid the 
precedent ofresponding to every natural disaster. However, the combined impact of thp 
storms has put our smtc under e x t r a  financial strew and has made it diffkult fa us ta 
respond. 

In addition to &IC relief requested fur Hurricane Rita-affected entities, we join the statc of 
Mississippi in respectfully questing that the FCC extend the opportunity for sch~als and 
libranes directly affcacd by Hurricane Kalrina (and, in Louisiana, Hurricane Rits 86 

well) tu file requests fur funding in funding year 2006. The tight deadlines in FCC Order 
05-178 and the looming 2006 filing window have msde i t  almost impossible fur atrectcd 
schools and libraries to meaningfully take advantage of the special relief. 
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